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Debra Brady

Involving her students in active learning experiences has been the driving force in Debra Brady’s commitment to developing the Simulation Learning Center at Sacramento State and integrating simulation learning into multiple areas of the nursing program. Simulation learning has been so effective for nursing students she explored ways to provide other students with this experience and invited Physical Therapy faculty and students to participate in the simulation lab. The result as been an exciting collaborative simulation learning experience where Nursing and Physical therapy students work together, like they would in a real work environment, to manage patients with clinical emergencies they will encounter in the hospital setting.  


An alumni of both the Sacramento State undergraduate and graduate programs in nursing, Debra Brady brings 20 years of intensive care nursing experience to her Associate Professor role at Sac State. She maintains an active nursing practice and contends that, “Continuing to work as a perdiem staff nurse in the ICU helps me stay in touch with the work environment I am preparing my students to enter.  


Debra completed a Doctorate of Nursing Practice at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio in  2007. Her doctoral studies focused on patient safety and development of a new model for continuing education course that integrate online learning and human patient simulation. This model was used to implement a monthly simulation based collaborative Community Critical Care Course on the Sac State campus in 2007. The course brings post licensure nurses (many of them CSUS alumni) from 18 area hospitals to campus for simulation learning as part of their orientation to critical care nursing. The collaborative agreement provides our community hospitals with access to the latest in simulation technology to prepare nurses for working with highly unstable patients while promoting patient safety during this learning process. In turn hospitals donate expensive medical equipment, supplies, and computer software to the Simulation Learning Center that is used by students in the undergraduate program.  
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