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Maria Overstreet, PhD, RN, CCNS
Assistant Professor, Vanderbilt School of Nursing
Maria Overstreet recently completed a PhD in Nursing at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  Her selected studies focused on nursing education methodologies including adult education and the use of nursing clinical simulation and debriefing exercises.  Dr. Overstreet’s research focused on the current practice of nursing clinical simulation debriefing.  Overstreet’s research findings led to the identification of three new patterns among educators and students alike: accentuate the positive, higher order thinking, and experience counts.  Her findings also support the four concepts in extant literature of simulation debriefing: structure, communication, time, and emotion. 
Over the past ten years Dr. Overstreet has worked with BSN and MSN nursing students in the classroom and the clinical setting.  For the past six years, Dr. Overstreet has implemented simulation, an educational methodology new to nursing, as a format to assist nursing students to experience patient care situations without harm to live patients and a ‘free of harm feeling’ for the learner.  She has created, implemented, and evaluated nursing simulations in various specialties including acute care, medical, surgical, obstetrics, pediatrics, mental health, and community.  Maria also has created specific simulations to encompass the BSN Essentials.  She has consulted outside entities, such as ISMP, to provide content components for medication error reporting.  This particular medication error simulation has been shared throughout the nursing community in the United States.  Recently, Dr. Overstreet has worked to create an interdisciplinary simulation to evaluate the learning of teamwork and roles among nursing students, anesthesia residents, and rapid response nurses.    

Dr. Overstreet also has been instrumental in creating and implementing the first state-wide simulation alliance of nurse educators in Tennessee.  She became project director for the alliance under the Tennessee Center for Nursing in 2008.  Dr. Overstreet has created a simulation website accessible to all Tennessee nurse educators to facilitate communication and sharing among the educators.  
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